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NEW EXPEDITION IDENTIFIES 

RIASDUGONG 

Underwater photograph of a Ri - an unmistakable dugong. Taken by 
Capt. Kerry Piesch on February 11, 1985, in Nokon Bay, southern New 

Ireland, after surface observations of the animal known locally as llkai. 

I n  F e b r u a r y,  1 9 8 5 ,  a n e w  
exp ed i t i on headed f o r  New I re­
l a n d ,  Pap u a  New Gu i n ea, t o  c on­
d u c t  fur ther i nves t i g a t i o ns in t o  
the iden t i ty o f  a marine mammal 
known by l o c a l  n a t ives as the R i  
o r  I lk a i ,  t o  wh i ch t h ey a t t r i ­
b u t e  semi-human quali t ies  s i mi­
l ar t o  the mermai d  of Wes tern 
art and fo lk l o re. 

The exp e d i t i o n ,  h e a d e d  by 
O t t er and Mo r n i n g  Glory Zell, 
Tom Wi l l i am s, and Bill Morr i s, 
was sponsored by t he  Ecosophic al 
Resear ch As s o c i a t i on (ERA) o f  
C a l iforn i a, and c o n s i s ted of 13 
p ers ons i n  t o t al, p lu s  the four­
p ers o n  c rew of t he mo t or vess el 
TSVM Reef Explorer, c on s idered 
the b e s t  d ive b o a t  in Aus t rali a. 
Th i s  65-fo o t  ve s s el h a s  s i de­
s c an s on a r, s a t elli te n avi g a­
t i o n,  au t om a t i c  p ilo t ,  shi p -t o­
shore r ad i o-telephon e, and air 
c onditioned cabins. 

The exp ed i t i o n  w a s  p ro m p ted 
by the inc one l u s ive r e s u l t s  o f  a 
1 9 8 3 exp ed i t i on headed by Roy 
Wag ner , a Un iver s i ty of V i rg i n i a  
an throp o l o g i s t , whi ch o b serve d  

an an i m a l  i n  the b ay of Nokon 
v i l l ag e  i den t ified by S u surun g a  
n a t ives a s  a n  Ilk a i  ( i t i s  known 
a s  the R i  by Barok n a t ives fur­
ther n o rth). 

The Wag ner exp ed i t i on,  whi ch 
included Richard Greenwell, Gale 
R aymon d  and Kurt Von Nieda,  
o b serve d  an animal r oll i n g  rap i­
d ly at the s urface a b o u t  every 
10 min u tes,  a n d  exhi b i t in g  p ro­
n o u n c e d v er t i c a l fle x u re ( s ee 
Newsle t t er, S u mmer, 1 9 8 3, a n d  
F i e l d  Rep ort by Wagner e t  al., 
in Cryptozoology, Vol. 2., a n d  
Commen t s  a n d  Responses in Vols. 
2. and 3). Bee a u se of these p e c u­
l i ari t i es,  the Wag ner team es­
s en t i ally reje c ted the d u g o n g  
hyp o thes i s- tho se a n i m als were 
known to dive c o n s i s t en t ly for 
no more than a min u t e, and t he i r  
b ulky b odies were n o t  thought 
c ap ab le of the vert i c al flexure 
obs erved.  

The n ew exp ed i t i on i n c luded a 
two-man video crew, S c o t t  Munro 
and Kei th Wo od,  a d ivem a s t er, 
Ri ch Ber g ero, and a p ar am ed i c ,  
D i ane Darl i n g . All exp ed i t i on 
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members were c er t i fied d iver s .  
ERA has p r ovi ded the S o c i e ty 
w i th a n  exc l u s i ve r ep o r t  o f  
the i r  fi n d i n g s ,  whi ch i s  summ a­
r i zed b e l o w  fo r New s le t t er read­
er s .  

The Reef Explorer s e t  o u t  
fr o m  Po r t  Mo resby and s teamed 
by way o f  the Tr o b r i and I s­
l an d s  t o  New I re l and,  an i s l and 
p r ov i n c e  o f  Pap u a  New Gui ne a .  
O n  Feb r u ary 1 0 ,  they arr ived o ff 
Cape S t .  Geo r ge, on the s o u ther n  
t ip of  New I r e l an d .  Ob serv i n g  
w a s  c on du c ted a t  Lou i s a  B ay, 
w i tho u t  resu l t s .  They next v i s­
i ted Mu l i am a ,  where n a t ives knew 
t he a n i m a l  b e i n g  s o u gh t ,  a n d  
c a lled i t  pismeri i n  New Gu i ne a  
P i d g i n  (ll-U f o r  f i sh a n d  m.!tl:l 
for woman - from the Aus tralian 
fem a le term "m ary") .  

The exp ed i t i o n  arr ived a t  
Noko n ,  the l o c a t i on o f  the Wag­
ner team s i gh t i n g s ,  at 1 : 4 5  p .m .  
o n  Feb r u ary l l .  Alm o s t  immedi­
a t e ly ,  a t  2. : 00 p . m . ,  Mo r n i n g  
G l o ry Z e l l  a n d  R i c h B e r g e r o  
o b served the flukes o f  a n  a n i m a l  
b reaki n g  s u r f a c e  in Nokon B ay .  
The o b s e r v e r s t h o u g h t  they 
l o o k e d  l ike the f l uk e s  of a 
s m a l l  c e t a c ean . Ob serva t i on s  o f  
the f l uk e s  a n d  a r o l l i n g  b a c k  
were made du r i n g  the who le af­
ternoon. The animal appeared to 
s u r f a c e  ev e r y  e i gh t  to 1 1  m i ­
nu tes,  c o n s i s ten t w i th the s u r­
fac i n g  b ehav i o r  rep o r t ed by the 
Wagner t eam . The o b served r o l l s  
were very fas t ,  a n d  n o  d o r s a l  
f i n  w a s  v i s i b le .  Ano ther i n d i­
v i d u a l ,  d i s t i n c t ly s m a l ler,  w a s  
a l s o  s i gh ted . 

The d i s p l ay o f  the f l uk e s  
w a s  des c r ibed a s  the m o s t  spec­
t a c u l a r . They w o u l d  a p p e a r  
ab ove the w a t er i n  a g r ac efu l ,  
sweep i n g  m o t i on un t i l  the t a i l  
w a s  c o m  p 1 e t e 1 y v e r t i c a 1 .  The 
d i s t a l en d s  of the flukes w o u l d  
f l o p  o v e r  s l i gh t ly a s  the t a i l  
w o u l d  s l i de o n c e  m o r e  benea th 
the w a ter . 

Dur in g  the ob serv a t i o n s ,  a 
Nokon v i l l ager n am ed Tom Om ar 
app r o a ched the Reef Explorer in 
a r owb o a t .  When a sked a b o u t  the 
I l k a i ,  he p o i n t e d  t o  the t a i l  

b reaki ng s u r f a c e  and s t a ted "em 
i s t a p "  (" t he r e  i t  i s " ) . He 
wen t on to des c r i b e  the fem ale 
as hav i n g  a w o m an's f a c e, h a i r ,  
h a n d s  a n d  b r e a s t s .  He a l s o  
s t a te d  tha t there w a s  a fam i ly 
o f  them i n  t he b ay ,  a m a l e ,  a 
fem a l e  a n d  a chi l d .  

A m u ch m o r e  reve a l i n g  ob-
serva t i on was m ade by the Cap­
t ai n  o f  the Reef Expl o rer,  Kerry 
Piesch.  A t  a b o u t  3: 30 p . m .  Cap t .  
P i e s ch w e n t u n d e r w a t er w i t h 
fin s ,  s n o rkel ,  and a s m a l l  un­
derwater c amera, accomp anied by 
Mr Ber g er o .  Sho r t ly there­
a f t er ,  C ap t .  Pies ch s i g n a led 
tha t  he h a d  o b served a n d  pho t o­
g r aphed the anim a l  b e l ow the 
s u r f a c e .  H i s d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  
summ arized below: 

Leng th approximately 5-
5 . 5 f t .  Col or green i sh­
gray . Di s t i nc t  head wi th 
no d i scernab l e  neck . Fore­
l imbs shor t and padd l e­
shaped . Face cou l d  not be 
seen c l ear ly . Ta i l  the 
same as descr i bed at sur ­
face . Animal re smi>l ed 
a dugong . 

Cap t .  Piesch a l s o  n o t ed tha t ,  
when t h e  a n i m a l  s a w h i m ,  i t  
m oved a w ay, b u t  d i d  n o t  seem 
u n d u ly a l armed . He w a s  a b le t o  
t ake three pho t o g r aphs before 
c om i n g  up for a i r ,  one of whi ch 
is rep r o d u c ed o n  the fr o n t  p ag e  
o f  this Newsl e t t er . I t  w a s  un­
m i s t akab ly tha t  of a du g on g .  

Tha t  even i n g ,  exp e d i t i o n  mem­
b e r s  v i s i t e d  the v i l l a g e , a n d  
o b s erv a t i o n s  c on t i nued the next 
morning, February 1 2.. Expedition 
members Mun r o ,  Hi l l ,  Wo o d ,  and 
Ber g e r o  se t out i n  the d in ghy 
w i th v i deo g e a r ,  and were a b le 
t o  r e c o r d  s ev e r a l  s u r f a c i n g s  
f r o m  t he b e a c h .  B e r g e r o  a l s o  
wen t i n t o  the w a ter w i th fin s  
s n o rke l ,  a n d  c am e r a ,  a n d  he o b­
t a i ned m o r e  pho t o s .  He s t a ted 
tha t the anim a l  w a s  a d u g o n g . I t  
w a s  o b served t o  n u z z l e  the sandy 
b o t t o m w i th i t s s n o u t ,  m aking a 
fu r r o w a s  i t  w en t .  I t  w o u l d  
fu r r o w  a l i t t le ahe a d ,  then b a ck 
off  a b i t  and d i g  i n t o  the fur­
r o w ,  then c on t i nue f o r w ar d .  
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Fur ther sur face observations 
were m ade in the a f t e r n o o n ,  and 
an a t t emp t was m ade to fi l m  the 
an i m a l  under w a ter w i th a v i deo 
c amer a .  The a t temp t was n o t 
s u c c e s s f u l  d u e  t o  t he b u l ky 
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  equ i p m en t ,  the 
sm a l l  d i n ghy, and b ad w i nd c on­
d i t i on s • The n e x t d ay ,  i t w a s  
dec i ded t o  p u r s ue o ther a c t iv i­
t i e s  i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  u n d u ly 
h a r a s s  the a n i m a l .  Feb r u ary 1 3  
w a s  c on sequen t ly sp en t diving 
ar ound L i p ek I s l an d ,  whi ch had 
b een v i s i ted p revi o s u ly by Wag­
ner team members Greenwell and 
Von Nieda,  a n d  fi l m i n g  the m a­
r i ne l i fe on and a b o u t  the i s­
l and's ree f .  

O n  the morn i n g  o f  the 1 4 th, 
d ivers with s c u b a  gear surveyed 
the b o t  t o m  of Nokon b ay, and 
fu r r owed m arki n g s  were seen and 
pho t o g r aphed,  t o g e ther w i th a 
sm a l l  p l a n t ,  s am p les of whi ch 
were c o llec ted f o r  l a ter i den t i­
f i c a t i o n . The a s s o c i a t i o n o f  
t h i s p l a n t w i t h  the fu r r o w e d  
m arks i nd i c a tes that  i t  w a s  the 
p r im ary f o o d  s o u r c e  o f  the an i­
m a l ,  whi ch i s  c on s i s t e n t  w i th 
the ea t in g  b eh av i o r  o f  du g on g s .  
A new a t temp t t o  f i l m  the a n i m a l  
underw a ter w i th v i deo w a s  a l s o  
unsucce s s fu l . 

The m o r n i n g  o f  Feb r u a ry 1 5  
b r o ugh t a n  a b r up t end t o  a c t iv i­
t i e s  a t  N o k o n . E a r ly i n  the 
m o r n i n g ,  s o m e  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  
o b served p u l l i n g  a l ar ge an i m a l  
o u t  o f  the w a t er o n  t o  t h e  b each. 
Several  expedition members rowed 
t o  the b e a ch, and found tha t i t  
w a s  a dead fem ale dug o n g .  She 
had app aren t ly b een ki l led by a 
s i n g le w o und i n  the r i gh t  d o r s a l  
p ar t  o f  her b o dy . S u b s equen t 
d i s se c t i on revealed tha t she had 
b ee n  s h o t b y  a h i gh-p o w e r e d  
r i f l e .  The b u l l e t  w a s  n o t  r e­
c overed, b u t  the che s t  c av i ty 
sho wed m a s s ive d am a g e .  S ever a l  
v i l l ag e r s  s a i d  tha t  the a n i m a l  
had b een ki l led b y  s o meb o dy fr o m  
a n e i ghb o r in g  v i l l ag e .  A l s o ,  a 
powered c ommer c ial fishing boat,  
the Cuddles ,  w a s  o b served i n  
the b ay the p r ev i o u s  ev e n i n g .  
Exa c t ly who ki lled the dug o n g ,  
and how and when, c o u l d  n o t be 
de t ermi ned . 
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The N o k o n  vi 11 a g e r s  t hem­
selves had never mo lested t he 
anim als in t he pas t ,  and t hey 
d i d  no t even ea t i t s mea t. Expe­
d i t i on members l a ter t o wed t he 
b o dy ou t t o  sea. 

There c an no w be l i t t le d o ub t 
t ha t  t he animal  known as t he Ri 
or I lk a i  is  no o t he r  t ha n  t he 
I nd o-Pa c i f i c  d u g o ng ( D u g o ng 
�) . The c o mb ina t i on of vi­
su al  sigh t i ngs, b o th ab ove and 
b e l o w  t he w a ter su rface,  a l o ng 
w i t h  pho t ogr aphi c evi dence and 
the unfo r t una t e  dea t h  o f  one o f  
t he anim als t hemselves, m akes 
t his c onc lusi on inesc apab le. I t  
i s  t he c onsensus o f  t he expedi­
t i on members t ha t  t he same c on­
c lusi on w o u l d  have b een r e a c hed 
even i f  a dead anim a l  had no t 
been insp ec t ed. 

Tom Wi l l i ams, who sub m i t ted 
t he r e p o r t  t o  t he S o c i e t y ,  
st a tes t ha t ,  sinc e  t he I lk a i  has 
b een i dent i fied as a dugong, any 
hunt i ng or d e a l i ng w i t h  t he me a t  
o f  t hese ani m a ls, o r  o t her sup­
p osed mer m a i d-l ike c rea tu res, is  
in rea l i ty dea l ing w i th dugongs 
and sho u l d  be prevented,  sinc e 
t he d u go ng i s  a n  end ange r e d  
sp ec ies and i s  a lso pr o t e c ted by 
Papua New Guinea law. 

He c o nc l u d e d : "One o f  t he 
l inger i ng quest i ons whi c h  rem a i n  
i s  h o w  my t hs o f  m e r e f o l k  c a n 
arise and persist i n  t he f a c e  o f  
t he obvi ous r e a l i ty o f  t he du­
gong. There is apparent ly a kind 
of bel ief system a t  w o rk whose 
na t u r e t r a ns c ends t he s t r i c t 
d isc ipl ine o f  z o o l o gy and spi l l s  
over in t o  t he r e a lm of  a n  t hr o po­
l o gy and p sycho l ogy." 

When info rmed of t he expedi­
t i on's find ings, Roy Wagner ex­
pressed sur p r ise t ha t  t he ani m a l  
w as, a f ter a l l ,  a dugong, bu t he 
c ongr a t u l a ted t he t e am memb ers 
and w as pleased t ha t  t hey ha d 
su c c eded in c l osing t he b o ok on 
t he c a se. D r .  W a gne r i s  no w 
i nt erested in how su ch ani m a ls 
bec ome my t hi c ized,  and he po ints 
ou t t ha t  su c h  mer m a i d  my t hs -
and even s i gh t i ng r e po r t s  -­
c ome from m o r e  t emper a te pa r t s 
o f  t he w o r ld where dugongs are 
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Dead female dugong found on beach of Nokon Bay on February 15, 1985, 
established conclusively that the Ri/Ilkai is not an unknown animal. Re­

sponsibility for the death was not determined. 

no t found. 

C ont ac ted in Tu c son, Ri c ha r d  
G reenwell  �lso exp ressed sur­
pr ise t ha t  t he animal  t u r ned o u t  
t o  b e  a dugong. A I  t ho ugh t he 
dugong hypo t hesis m ad e  m o r e  
sense in terms o f  wha t t he na­
t i ves repor ted,  he st a te d ,  t he 
a c t u a l  obser va t i ons o f  t he ani­
m a l  i n  Nokon b ay had ind i c a  ted a 
m o re c e t a cean na tu r e. " I  w as 
c o mpletely w r o ng i n  st a t i ng t ha t  
a d ugong w o u l d  no t c onsist ent ly 
f l ex i t s b o dy t ha t sha r ply a t  
t he su r face, or  w o u l d  m ove t ha t  
fast. I t  goes t o  sho w t ha t  we 
sho u l d  no t t hi nk of  t he d ugong 
i n  terms of t he m ana t ee,  w hi c h  
we know b e t ter. I t  is a d i ffer­
ent animal b ehavi o r a l ly as well  
as m orphologi c a l ly." 

G reenwe ll  d i d  express sa t is­
f a c t i on t h a t  Wagner team d iving 
t im es of ab ou t 10 m i nu tes were 
c onfi rmed by t he new expe d i t i on. 
"This was one o f  t he re asons we 
rej ec ted t he dugong hypo t hesis," 
he st a ted. "The sc i ent ifi c l i t ­
er a t u re on Aust r a l i an o b serva­
t i o ns g i ves o n ly o ne m i nu t e 
d iving t i mes. S o ,  a l t ho ugh we 
have no t found a new spec i es, we 
have unc over ed new d a t a  on du­
go ng behavi or in deeper w a ter. 
This inform a t i on will be pr o­
vi d e d  t o  P a u l And e r s o n  and 
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o t hers w orking w i t h  Aust r a l i an 
dugongs. '' 

M r .  Wi l l i a m s  i s  c u r r en t ly 
prep a r i ng a F i e l d  Repo r t  for  t he 
1 Q 8 5 i ssue o f  t he S o c i e t y's 
j ou rna l ,  whi c h  w i l l  c ont a in fu l l  
de t a i ls. "The b o t t o m l i ne,"  he 
s t a t e d ,  " i s t ha t  t he r e  w a s a 
mys t e r y  t o  b e  so l ve d ,  l i ke s o  
many o thers i n  cryptozoology. We 
went w i t h  t he r i ght equ ipment 
and so lved i t. We c ryp t o z o o l o­
gist s  solved i t  ou rselves, whi c h  
is  as i t  sho u l d  b e. I t  w as no t 
so lved by t he debunkers o r  skep­
t i c s  or arm c ha i r  spec ula t o rs." 

S o ,  t he meteo r i c  bu t sho r t  
c ar eer o f  t he R i  i n  t he anna ls 
of  c ryp t o z o o l ogy c o mes to an 
end. It sho u l d  serve as a va lu­
a b le lesson t o  a l l. o 

" I n  sc i enc e one must sea r c h  
for i deas. I f  t here a r e  no i deas 
t hen t he r e  is no sc i enc e .  A 
kno wledge o f  fac t s  is only va lu­
a b l e  in so far as fac t s  c onc e a l  
ideas: fac ts w i t hou t i deas c lu t ­
t e r  u p  t he m i nd and t he mem o ry." 

Vi ssar i on Gr igor iev i ch Be l i nsk i i 
Sobrani e sochineni i 
OGIZ, MOscow, 1948. 
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NEW NEPAL BEAR NOW IN DOUBT 
The S p r i n g ,  1 9  8 4 ,  i s s u e  o f  

the New s l e t t er rep o r t ed o n  the 
f i n d i n g s  o f  a t e a m  f r o m  the 
Wo o d l an d s  I n s t i t u te i n  Wes t  V i r­
g i n i a  c o n c e r n i n g  t he i r  f i e l d  
w ork i n  Nep al  whi ch i n d i c a t ed 
tha t a new spec ies  o f  bear had 
b een found. 

D an i el Tayl or-Ide had n amed 
the b ear U r s u s  nepa l en s i s ,  b a sed 
o n  n a t ive rep o r t s  and the a c qu i­
s i t i on o f  sever a l  sku l l s  whi ch 
seemed t o  b e  suffi c ien t ly d i f­
f e r en t f r o m  the s ku l l s  o f  t he 
Him a l ayan b l a ck b e a r ,  U r s u s  thi­
betanus. 

Tay l o r-Ide and h i s  a s s o c i a te s  
( i n  a s p e c i a l  r e p o r t t o  t h e  
S o c i e t y ,  wh i c h i s  s u m m a r i z e d  
here) n o w  d o u b t the i r  ear l i er 
new bear hyp o the s i s . Ano ther 
exp ed i t i on to Nep a l  was c on­
d u c t e d  in O c t o b e r /N ov e m b e r ,  
1 9  8 4 ,  i n  the Barun Val ley, near 
Moun t Everes t .  Thi s  v a l l ey, and 
four o ther s in e a s tern Nep a l ,  is  
where the n a t ive people rep o r t  
the "tree b e ar"  r ukh bhalu ( U .  
nepa len s i s), whi ch they d i ffe-;: 
en t i a  te from the "g r o u n d  b ear" 
bhu i bhalu (U . thi b e t anus) .  

John Crawford exammmg skulls of the 
supposed new tree bear during the new 

1984 expedition to Nepal. [Photo by David 

Taylor-I de.] 

Bes i des Tyl o r-I de, the le aq­
er , the exp ed i t i o n  i n c luded z o­
o l o g i s t  J ohn C r a i ghead,  b o t an i s t  
Ti r tha Shr e s tha,  a n d  o r n i thol­
o g i s t s  Ro b er t Fleming and Har i  
Sharan Nepali.  Two Royal Hunters 
fr om Hi s Maj es ty's Pa l a c e  and 
five g u i des were i n c luded . 

The Wo o d l an d s  rep o r t  t o  I S C  
s t a te s  tha t a t o t a l o f  eleven 
sku l l s  have now b een o b t a i ned 
fr o m  the area,  "and they show a 
c lear p r o g re s s i o n from j uven i le 
t o  adu l t  - sho w i n g  a t r an s i t i o n  
among the s ame spec ies  f r o m  one 
form i n  to the o ther w i th age."  
The rep o r t  c o n c ludes tha t "the 
Nep a l i  t ree bear i s  a j uven i le 
form o f  the g r o und b e a r ," o r ,  in  
o ther w o r d s, they n o w  think JJ.. 
nepa len s is does n o t  exi s t  as a 
d i s t in c t spec i e s ,  bu t i s  s imp ly 
the j uven i le form o f  U .  thib e t a­
nus .  

''However ," the rep o r t  c on­
t i nues,  "v i l l ag e  a s s er t i on s  p er­
s i s t  c o n  c e r n  i n g  b eh av i o r  a 1 ,  
s i z e ,  a n d  f e e d i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e t ween the t w o  bear s ••• i f  there 
is a s i g n i fi c an t  d ifferen c e  be­
tween the se t w o  b e a r s ,  then i t  
i s  o f  e c o type and n o t o f  sp ec i a­
t i o n  • The B a r  u n j u n g 1 e s a r e  
exc eed i n g ly dense, a n d ,  b efore 
rec en t po aching s o  d r a s t i c a l ly 
reduced the p op u l a t i o n ,  an un­
u s u a lly he avy c o n c en t r a t i o n o f  
b ea r s  m ay have deve l o p ed,  and 
they c o u l d  have a d j u s t e d  t o  
t h i s b y  h av i n g  the j u v e n i l e s  
l ive pr i m ar i ly i n  the t r ees ••• lf 
s u ch an e c o typ e hyp o thes i s  i s  
t r ue,  then i t  i s  m o s t  u n u s u a l  
among large mammals." 

The r e po r t  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s : 
"O n e  hu n d r e d  a n d  t h i r ty-o n e  
b i r d s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d i n  f o u r  
weeks o f  f ieldwork.  Two b i r d s  
new t o  Nep a l  were d i s c overed and 
o ne b i r d  l a s t  seen in 1 8 4 6  was 
red i s c overed . Over one hu ndred 
r are and i n teres ting pl a n t s  were 
c o l lec ted . It app ea r s  tha t  five 
are new to Nep a l ,  and two are 
c o mple t e ly new spec ies . In a l l  
our fieldw ork, in keepi ng w i th 
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c ryp t o z o o l o gy, ex ten s ive u se w a s  
m ade o f  n a t ive kn ow ledge o f  the 
j u n g l e s . By a n d  l a r g e ,  m o s t  
local informa tion was exc eeding­
ly a c c u r a t e -- o n ly r equ i r i n g  
rei n ter p r e t a t i o n  i n  s c i en t i f i c  
terms,  v i l l ag e r s  n o t hav i n g  a 
s c i en t i f i c  m e th o d  o f  d a t a  o r g a­
n i zat i on . "  

I n  a te lephone c onver s a t i on 
w i th the Ed i t o r ,  Dr . Tayl o r- I de 
s t a ted tha t ,  a s  the number o f  
sku l l s  ava i l a b le g r a du a l ly i n­
c re a sed (m o s t  c ame fr o m  l o c a l  
v i l l ag er s), the t r an s i t i on from 
the s m a l l er f o r m  to the l a r ger 
form b ec ame a pp a ren t .  Thi s  hap­
p e n e d  b y. the n i n t h or t en t h  
s ku l l .  Th r ee s ku l l s  a r e  n o w 
c on s i dered "t r an s i t i on a l ." Dr . 
Tayl or-Ide a l so s t a t ed tha t he 
does n o t  c o mp l e t e ly r u le o u t  the 
sep a r a te t ree b ear s p ec ies ,  i n  
v iew of  n a t ive i n s i s t e n c e  tha t 
there are t w o  d i s t i n c t "ki n d s," 
b u t f o r  n o w  he i s  t ak i n g  the 
c on s er v a t ive app r o ach by a s sum­
i n g  t h a t  o n ly o n e  s p e c i e s  i s  
i n v o l v e d . He a d d e d  t h a t n e w  
infor m a t i on h e  had rec e ived fr o m  
Nep a l  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  exp ed i t i on 
t e n d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  the n a t iv e  
c l a i m ,  b u t tha t i t  w a s  n o t  suf­
fi c ien t i n  i t se l f .  

The Wo o d l an d s  I n s t i tu te t e a m  
i s  t o  be c omp limen t ed f o r  u n c ov­
e r i n g  the n e w  ev i d e n c e  -- i n  
s ome o f  the m o s t  d i ffi c u l t  ter­
r a i n  in the w o r l d  - even when 
i t  d oes n o t  s upp o r t  the i r  ear­
l i e r hyp o t he s i s  of a n e w  s p e­
c i e s . L i k e  t he c a s e  o f  t he R i ,  
d i s c u s s ed el sewhere i n  this is­
s ue, the Nep alese t ree b ear m ay 
b e  o n ly an i m a g i n ary an i m a l ,  and 
n o t  the c ryp t o z o o l o g i c al find 
m any had hoped for . The Wo od­
l a n d s  I n s t i t u t e w i l l keep t he 
S o c iety upd a ted on any fu ture 
deve l opmen t s . o 

"No thi n g  exi s t s  exc ep t a t oms 
and emp ty sp a c e; every thi ng else 
i s  opi n i o n ." 

Democri tos of Abdera 
ca46�a3 70 B.C. 
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SECONDMEGAMOUTHSHARKFOUND 
The first megamouth shark was 

a c c iden t a l ly c au gh t  o ff Haw a i i  
i n  a p ara chu te anchor l owered by 
a U.S. N avy research vessel in 
N ovemb er of 1 9 7 6 .  The only spec­
i m en kno w n, i t  w a s  re c en t ly 
form a l ly des c ri b ed,  and a ss i g ned 
t o  a new genu s and fam i ly {see 
"News and N o tes,"  News l e t ter, 
Winter, 19 8 3 ) . 

In N ovember o f  1 9 8 4 ,  exac t ly 
e i gh t  y e a r s  a f t er t he f i rs t 
find,  a sec ond spec i men w a s  
a c qu i red, thi s t i me o ff o f  S ant a 
Ca t a li na Is l and , near Los An­
geles,  C a l iforni a,  when i t  w a s  
a c c i dent a l ly ne t t ed b y  the c o m­
merc i a l  f ishing vessel � in 
a g i l l  ne t s e t  a t  a d e p t h  o f  
1 2 5  feet {the first meg amou th 
w a s  c augh t a t  a 500 fo o t  dep th) . 

F o r t u n a t e ly ,  a C a l i f o rni a 
Dep art ment of F i sh and Game 
o b server w a s  on b o ard the� 
at the t ime, and he rec o gnized 
the 1 5-fo o t  f i sh as a rari ty. 
Denni s Bed ford ,  a Dep art ment 
b i o l o g i s t ,  c ame ab o ard and had 
i t  t rans ferre d t o  the Dep a r t ­
ment's own ve ssel ,  the We s t w i nd,  
wh i c h he a d e d for S a n Pe d r o .  
B e d f o rd t hen m a d e  an i ni t i a l  
i dent i fi c a t i on, and he c ont a c ted 
i ch thyo l o g i s t s  a t  the L o s  An­
g eles County Mu seum o f  N a t ura l 
Hi s t ory, who met the b o a t  when 
i t  d o c ked. 

The f i sh w a s  i m m e d i a t e ly 
t ransp orted t o  the Museum, were 
t i s sue s amp les  were c o llec ted 
wh i l e  i t  w a s  s t i l l  fre sh,  a nd 
s t o m ach c ontents  were removed. 
It was no t p o s s i b le t o  weigh the 
fi sh, b u t  we i gh t  w a s  e s t imat ed a t  
ne arly a t on. Ab o u t  700 ki l os o f  
i c e  w a s  del ivered t o  the Museum 
p a rk i ng l o t  t o  keep i t  fre sh, 
and four days la ter a temporary 
c a se wa s bui l t  for i t . 

By February 1, the preserv a­
t i on process  had b een c o mp le ted, 
and a heavy du ty c a rg o ne t w a s  
u s e d  t o  move meg amou t h  fro m the 
p arking l o t  t o  the Mus eu m's ma i n  
fl o or d i s p l ay are a ,  where i t  w as 

p l a c ed in a spec i a l ly c ons t rue t­
ed f i b erg l a s s  d i s p l ay c a s e ,  
re s t ing i n  500 g a l l ons o f  7 0  
percent e thano l. 

Meg amou th i s  a l arge fil ter­
feeder whose rang e has now b een 
extended to at lea s t  fro m Haw a i i  
t o  t h e  Ca l i f o rni a c o a s t . The 
sec ond spec i m en, l ike the firs t ,  
i s  a m a le. Presum a b ly, there are 
a few fem ales o u t  there in the 
v a s t  w a t ers o f  t he P a c i f i c  
Ocean. 

A N e w  Y o rk i c h t hy o l o g i s t ,  
m e anwhi le, has p ro p o sed tha t 
meg a m o u th d o e s  no t represent a 
new t axono m i c  fam i ly af ter a l l. 
J ohn G. M a i sey, o f  the Ameri c an 
Mu seum o f  N a tu ra l Hi s t ory, wri t­
ing i n  an a r t i c l e in C o pe i a  
{Vo l. 19 8 5  1 2 2 8-2 31, "Re l a t i on­
ship s of the Meg am o u th Shark 
Megacha s m a ") ,  s t a tes tha t ,  c on­
t rary t o  earl i er thinking ,  meg a­
m o u th's tee th "c l o sely resem b le 
tho se of s o me l amni d s  ••• " and 
t h a t  "i t is p o s s i b le t o  int er-

pret Megachasma teeth as derived 
from this l amniform c ond i t i o n 
j u s t  a s  rea d i ly as t o  p o s t u l a t e  
their prim i t ivenes s." Dr. M a i sey 
a l s o  d i s a g re e s  w i t h  the p re­
v i o u s  i d e n t i c a t i o n b y  the d e­
s c ri b ers {Taylor e t  a l., 1 9 8 3  -
s ee N ew s l e t t er, Wint er, 19 8 3 )  
o f  a n  orb i t a l p ro c ess.  

The c onc l u s i on by Dr. M a i sey 
i s  tha t meg amou th i s  no t a p rim­
i t i ve s i s t er g r o u p  of o t her 
l i v i ng l a m n i f o rm s ,  a nd thu s 
s h o u l d  no t b e  t he s o l e kno w n  
mem ber o f  i t s  o w n  new fam i ly, 
Meg a chasm i d ae. In s te a d ,  Dr. 
M a i sey, p o int i ng o u t  tha t 
b o th Megachasma and Cetorhinus 
s e e m  t o  f o rm a m o no p hy l e t i c  
g ro u p  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  f i l t er­
f e e d i ng l a m n i f o rm s ,  p ro p o ses 
that b o th g enera b e  i nc l u ded in 
the a lrea dy exist i n g  fam i ly Ce­
t o rh i ni d a e .  The re a c t i o n t o  
t h i s  re - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n b y  the 
ori g i na l  des c ri b ers {Tayl or et  
a l.) i s  no t known at  this t ime. 

0 

The second megamouth shark, caught off the California coast in November, 1984, 
being measured in the parking lot of the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural 

History. [Photo courtesy of the Museum.] 
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PRANK OF MAMMOTH 

PROPORTIONS 
An arti c le by Diana ben-Aaron 

i n  the Ap r i l ,  1 9 8 4 ,  i s s u e  o f  
Technoloiy Review revea led the 
new s tha t S ov i e t  s c ien t i s t s  had 
s u c c eeded in p ro d u c i n g  - or 
" re t r o b re e d i n g "  -- the w o o ly 
m am m o th, a l arge e lephan t from 
the Plei s t o c ene whi ch sup p o sed ly 
bec ame ext in c t a b o u t  10,000 
years ago 

Sverb i gho o z e  N ikhi phorovi ch 
Ya s m i l o v ,  s o  t he s t o ry w e n t ,  
o b t a i ned s o me egg c e l l s  fro m a 
fro zen fem a le m a mm o th found i n  
S i b eri a. Yasm i l ov, rep orted t o  
b e  the he a d  o f  v e t er i n a ry re­
s e a r c h  at the U n ivers i ty o f  
Irku t sk, ext ra c t ed the hea l  thy 
n u c lei  fro m the degenera t e  e g g  
c e l l s ,  i n t ro du c ed them i n  hea l­
t hy  mammoth cytoplasm, and sent 
s ome o f  these t o  J ames Cre ak, a 
b i o chem i s t  a t  the Mas s a chuse t t s  
In s t i t u te o f  Techn o l o gy (MIT) . 

Creak, i n  t urn , w a s  sup p o sed­
ly a b le to hea t  " t he DNA from 
the m amm o th ova un t i l  i t  d i s s o­
c i a t e d  i n t o  s h o r t  l e n g t h s  o f  
c o de. After a number o f  f a l se 
s t ar t s ,  he t ried mixing i t  w i th 
a s i m i l arly p rep ared s o l u t i o n  o f  
the DNA o f  e lephan t s p erm. The 
sec tions of elephant and mammoth 
c o de tha t m a t ched 'z i p p ed them­
selves t o g e ther,' a c c ord i n g  t o  
Creak, 'as DNA i s  w o n t  t o  d o .'" 
Thi s  "p a ired DNA" w a s  then rep o­
r t e d ly c e n t r i fu g ed o ff,  a n d  
Creak w o n d ered a b o u t  the p o s s i­
b i l i ty o f  c rea t in g  an e lephan t­
mammoth hybrid. 

Creak c ommunicated his "good 
n e w s "  t o  Y a s m i l o v ,  who t he n  
beg an t rying t o  i n s em i n a t e  m am­
m o th o v a  w i th s p erm fr o m  an 
As i an elepha n t .  I t  t o o k  m ore 
t h a n  6 0  a t t e m p t s  t o  a c h i ev e  
suc c e s s ,  an d c e l l  c lu s ters were 
then imp l a n ted i n t o  fem a le As i an 
e l ep h a n t s  i n  the h o p e  o f  l i v e  
b i r t h s .  " M o s t  o f  t he e l e p h a n t 
c ow s  sp o n t aneo u s ly m i s c arried,"  
wro te b en-Aaro n ,  "bu t  t w o  o f  the 

surro g a te m o thers c arried t o  
term, g iv i n g  b i rth t o  the firs t 
known elephant-mammo th hybrids." 
The c a lves were " c l a s s ified"  a s  
a c t u a l  w o o ly m am m o ths,  bec a u se 
o f  t he i r  j aw s t ru c t u re ,  a n d  
bec ause their yel l ow-brown hair 
did n o t  fall  o ff a f t er b irth. 

The t w o  c a lves,  rep orted t o  
b e  m ales ( an d  p ro b a b ly s teri le) , 
"w i l l  n o t rea c h  adu l t  s i z e  for 
a n o t her 2 5  years, b u t  h ave al­
re a d y  exh i b i t e d ext ra ord i n ary 
t ou ghne s s  by surv iv i n g  the b i t­
ter c o l d o f  Irku t sk," the art i­
c le c on t i n ued. "They are being 
kep t i n  an ou t d o o r en c l o sure, 
and their rea c t i o n  to the l o c a l 
w e a ther c o n d i t i o n s  i s  b e i n g  
c arefu l ly m on i t ored." Ya s m i l ov 
w a s  s ai d  t o  b e  p l ann i n g  t o  p u t  
the an i m a l s  t o  u s e  in adu l tho od,  
such a s  "help i n g  pull  i m m o b i­
l ized c onvoy t ru cks o u t  o f  the 
snowdri f t s  on the tran s-S i b eri an 
hi ghw ay • • •  There m ay even be a 
j o b on the t ran s-S i b eri an p ip e­
l ine. "  

The w o o ly m amm o th i s  one o f  
t he l a t e P l e i s t o c e n e  a n i m a l s  
about which speculation c oncern­
i n g  i t s  survival  a t  lea s t  up t o  
the early p art o f  thi s  cen t ury 
has b een p o p u l ar, and Bern ard 
Heuvel m a n s  ded i c a t ed an en t ire 
c h a p t er t o  t he s u b j e c t  i n  h i s  
c l a s s i c  O n  the Tra c k  o f  U nknown 
Animal s . 

If real  woolly mammoths c ould 
a c t ua l ly b e  p ro d u c ed - and b red 
-- fro m fro z e n  m a t e r i a l ,  the 
que s t i on of t heir p o s s i b le sur­
vival  w ou ld ,  o f  c o urse,  b e c ome 
a l m o s t  a c adem i c . Howev er, the 
ep i s o de p u b l i shed by Technoloiy 
Reyiew s im p ly d i d  n o t  o c c ur. 
Furtherm ore ,  the ed i t ors o f  the 
j ou rn a l ,  whi ch is p ub l i shed by 
MIT, were embarrassingly unaware 
o f  i t s  f a l s i ty un t i l  a f t er p ub­
l i c a t i on. Severa l c lues w i thin 
t he t ex t ,  h o w e ver,  c o u l d  h a v e  
t ip p ed them o ff, such as Creak 
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p ro p o s i n g  a s c i en t ific  n ame for 
the an i m a l s  (E lepha s pseudo the­
r i as ) ,  wh i c h i s  n ever d o ne i n  
t h e  c a s e o f  hyb ri d s .  An d the 
n a m e  " J a m e s  C r e a k , "  a 
s u s p i c i o u s - s o u nd i n g  name in 
i t se l f, w a s, o f  c ou rse, a c ro s s  
between James Watson and Francis 
C r i c k ,  t he c o -w i n n e rs of t he 
19 6 2  N o b e l  Pri ze for Med i c i ne or 
Phys i o l o gy, for their d i s c overy 
o f  the d o ub le-sp i ra l  s t ru c ture 
of DNA. 

Bu t the rea l  g iveaw ay sho u l d  
h av e  b ee n  t he d a t e f o l l o w i n g  
b en-Aaro n's n a me a t  the en d o f  
the art i c le, whi ch wen t ri gh t 
i n t o  pri n t : Ap ri l 1, 198 4 ,  bet­
t er known a s  Apr i l  F o o l's Day, 
when one c an p erform tricks and 
p ranks w i th i m p un i ty. The S o­
viet-Ameri c an s c en ari o brea th­
les s ly wri t t en up by b en-Aaron ,  
a c t u a l ly a b i o chem i s t ry s t uden t 
a t  MIT, and j u s t  a s  b rea thles­
s ly p u b l i shed by Techn o l oiy Re­
�' w a s  n o thing m o re than a 
c lever an d g o o d-n a tured prank 
( i t  sho u l d  n o t  be c on s i d ered a 
h o a x ,  a s  the l a t t e r u s u a l ly 
involves an a t temp t as permanent 
decep t i on ) ,  b u t  one whi ch w a s  
then i n n o c en t ly p i cked-up a n d  
c arried e l sewhere. The Chicaio 
Tribune ( an d  p ro b a b ly o ther U.S. 
new s p ap ers a s  wel l )  c arried a 
m o des t  fea t ure on i t  on April  
2 2 ,  curi o u s ly w i th l i t t le fan­
fare. The s t o ry was p i cked-up in 
Euro pe, however, and aro u sed 
c o n s i d e ra b l e i n t e re s t  in the 

med i a. 

One o f  the m o s t  fa s c i n a t i ng 
a s p e c t s  o f  the p ra nk w a s  t he 
fi c t i t i o u s  Dr. Creak's though t s  
o n  m o d ern exp erimen t a l s c ien c e: 
" S o m e  s c i en t i s t s  l ike t o  pro c eed 
i n  s m a l l , c arefu l ly tho u ght-o u t  
s t ep s. They are l ike ac c o un­
t an t s, and m i gh t  a s  we l l  be,"  he 
s a i d. " I  see s c i en c e  as a high 
a dven t ure w i th en orm o u s  ri sks. 
Of c o urse, the rew ard s are c om­
men sura tely hi gh i f  the g am b le 
c o mes o ff." 

Perhap s one d ay we w i l l  be 
a b le to "re t ro b reed "  w o o ly m am­
moths from frozen DNA - bu t not 
thi s t i me. 0 
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
We ap o l o g i ze once more for 

the t a rd i ne s s  of  the p re s ent 
i s s ue, p art i c u l arly t o  new mem­
b ers who j o i ne d  e a rly in the 
year and have had t o  wait  m any 
m onths for their firs t new s le t ­
ter. 

The de l ay w a s  c a u sed p art ly 
by the arrangements whi ch had t o  
b e  m a d e  f o r  t h e  Bo a r d  and 
Membership Meetings in S an Diego 
i n  l a t e  M ay and the Cryp t o ­
z o o lo gy Symp o si um i n  Bri gh t on 
i n  early Ju ly. A l s o ,  a new c o m­
p u t erized sys tem is being i ni­
t i a ted w i th this i s sue, b u t  the 
"b u g s "  had to be g o t ten o u t  o f  
i t  firs t ( trans l a t i on: w e  h a d  t o  
learn how t o  u s e  i t!) . We thank 
Benefac t or Kurt Von N ied a for 
his  g enero us help t o  the S o c iety 
i n  m aking the improved sys tem 
pos s i b l e. 

Members m ay no t i ce the qu i e t  
d e m i s e o f  t he Cryp t o qu o t e i n  
t h i s  i ssue. The b a ck p ag e  w a s  
g e t t ing crowded,  and there w a s  
i nsuffi c i ent sp a c e  t o  adequ a tely 
present the Woo d's Ani m a l  F a c t s  
c o l u mn, w h i ch h a s  n o w  b e en 
expanded. Cryp toquo tes may be 
pub l i shed a g ain in the fu t u re, 
but they w i l l  appear el sewhere, 
and no t on a s c hedu led b a s i s. 

Readers m ay a l s o  no t i c e  the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f  a nu m b er o f  
s h o r t e r qu o t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
New s l e t ter, b e g i nning a c t u a l ly 
w i t h the l a s t  ( Au t u m n, 1 9 8 4 )  
i ssue. In p rep aring the l ayo u t  
and p a s t e-up o f  the New s le t t er 
t ex t ,  t here a re u s u a l ly s p a c e  
prob lems. S o me i t ems are ei ther 
a l i t t le t o o  l ong , and have t o  
be c u t  a t  the l a s t  m i nu te,  or a 
l i t t l e t o o  s h o r t  t o  f i l l  t he 
sp a c e  av a i l a b le, and they have 
to b e  exp anded or the s p a c e  ha s 
t o  b e  fi l led-up w i th so me thing 
el se. S u ch qu o t a t i ons c an be 
g o o d  "sp a c e  fi l lers ," and sho u l d  
a l s o  be of  i ntere s t  to  I S C  
members. They have no thing t o  d o  
w i th c ryp t o z o o l o gy, and m o s t  
have l i t t le bearing on z o o l o gy, 
but they a l l  g enera l ly ad dre s s  
the w o r l d  o f  s c i ence and hu m ani-

ty. Memb ers are urged to s end 
such qu o t a t i ons in for p o s s ib le 
fu t u re u se (wi th fu l l  referenc es 
p l ease ) . 

The S o c i e t y s u rv i v e d  198 4  
thanks t o  the g enero s i ty o f  i t s  
S u s t a ining Members , who were 
l i s t e d in t he Wi n t er,  1 9 8 4 ,  
i s s ue, and i t s  Benefa c t ors,  who 
a re l i s t ed on the b ack p age o f  
every i s s ue. Benefac t o rs m ake a 
one-t ime c ontribu t i on o f  $1,000 
or more to the S o c i e ty, whi ch 
au t o m a t i c a l ly m akes them l ife 

1Ilf!liJ er s • 

We are a g a i n  s t ru g g l i ng t o  
surv ive i n  1 9 8 5 .  The p ro b lem 
b eg an w i th the firs t year, 198 2 , 
when inc o me w a s  m inimum, and 
1 9 8 2  pub l i shing exp enses had t o  
b e  p a id for o u t  o f  1 9 8 3  fund s ,  
1 9 8 3  exp enses o u t  o f  1 9 8 4  fund s ,  
e t c .  M o s t  o f  the 1 9 8 5  renew a l  
i nc o me h a s  likew ise h a d  t o  b e  
u s ed t o  help l iqu i d a te the 19 8 4  
p u b l i shing c o s t s. 

Membership current ly s t and s 
a t  a b o u t  800, s t i l l 200 short o f  
the e s t i m a ted 1,000 needed t o  
m ak e  t he S o c i e ty f i n a n c i a l ly 
self-s upp ort ing. AI tho ugh mem­
b ers m ay be t i ri ng of ISC ap­
pea l s  for money, we once a g a i n  
reque s t  t h a t ,  t h o s e  who c an 
a f f o r d  an ex t r a  c o n t r i b u t i o n 
a b ove the $2 5 memb ershi p  fee, 
a s s i s t  the S o c iety in l i qui­
d a t i ng i t s 1 9 8 4 p u b l i sh i ng 
exp ens e s  -- a b o u t  $ 3 , 000 i s  
s t i l l  ou t s t and ing - and i n  me­
e t i ng the 19 8 5 exp enses. S u ch 
d ona t i ons, whi ch are t ax de­
d u c t ib le to U.S. c on t ribu t o rs 
( the IRS Tax Ident i fi c a t i on N o .  
i s  9 5 -291 51 2 9 ) ,  re su l t  in S u s­
t aining Memberships. 

U. S .  m e m b er s  are a l s o  re­
m i nd ed tha t , b e s i des c a sh, the 
IRS p ermi t s  "b eque s t s ,  leg a c ies ,  
dev i ses,  t rans fers , or g i f t s "  to  
t he S o c i e t y ,  wh i c h " a r e  de­
due t i b le for Federa l  e s t a te and 
g i f t  t ax purp o ses." 

J. Ri chard Greenwell  
Edi tor 
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NORTH IDAHO 

CRYPTOZOOLOGY 

CLUB 

A g ro up o f  p ersons intere s ted 
i n  c ryp t o z o o l o gy at N orth Id aho 
Co l lege, i n  Coeur d'Alene, have 
formed the N orth Id aho Co llege 
Cryp tozoology Club. 

The Club i nves t i g a te s  l o c a l  
s i gh t i ng s  o f  "ev e ry t h i n g  fro m 
S a s qu a t c h t o  e l k  d e e r , "  and 
p u b l i shes i t s  resu l t s  i n  Crypto­
News, i t s  qu arterly news l e t t er. 
The i dea for the s t u dent c lub 
was spearheaded by Duke Snyder, 
in the Department of Anthropolo­
gy, and Jim M c Le o d ,  i n  the De­
p a r t m en t  of Eng l i sh ,  b o t h o f  
who m  no w serve a s  adv i s ors. John 
Wi therow s erves as Pre s i dent , 
M ary Cra i g, Vi c e  Pre s i dent , and 
N ancy Henry, S e c re t ary. Presi­
dent Wi therow s t a te s  tha t Club 
members "do no t draw c onc lusions 
or m ake j ud g ment s unt i l  we h ave 
c arefu l ly exam i ned the d a t a .  Bu t 
m o s t  o f  a l l ,  the Club w a s  formed 
t o  have fun a nd e xp l o re t he 
exc i t i ng ( and mys t eri o u s )  f ield  
o f  c ryp t o z o o l o gy." Al tho u gh no t 
o ffi c i a lly affi l i a t ed w i th IS C, 
many of the Club members are ISC 
members,  and the Club g ener a l ly 
fo l l o w s  the p ri nc ip les o f  ISC. 

One o f  the subj ec t s  whi ch has  
rec eived the Club's a t t ent i on i s  
the L ake Pend Ore i l le Padd ler, 
ano ther N o rth Ameri c an " l ake 
monster." The Club has document­
ed 14 s i gh t i ng s  or ''event s" i n  
the l ake b e t w een 1 9 4 4  and 1 9  8 4 ,  
a nd h a s  even g o ne o u t  o n  t he 
l ake t o  inves t i g a t e the p o s s i b le 
n a t ure of t he pheno m en o n. '' I 
d o n't  think we have s o mething 
l i k e  L o c h N e s s  here ,'' s ay s  
M c Le o d ,  "bu t  i t s  p o s s i b le tha t 
an ex t ra ord i nari ly l arg e spec i es 
o f  s t urgeon or s o me thing i s  in 
there .'' 

ISC members i n  no rth Id aho 
are enc ouraged t o  c ont ac t  Cl ub 
members at North Id aho Co llege 
t o  c o ord i na te effort s. o 
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NEW APPOINTMENTS TO 

EDITOTIAL BOARD 
J ohn T. Robin s o n ,  a member o f  

the Edit orial Bo ard o f  t he S o­
c ie ty's j ourn a l  Cryptozooloiy, 
has s tepped down b e c ause of ill 
he a l t h. A t  the s a m e  t im e ,  
Chris t ine J an is ,  Frank Poirier 
and Jus t in Wilkin s o n  have j oined 
t he Edi t orial Bo ard. 

Dr. Robin s o n  is known as one 
o f  t h e e a rly p i o n e e r s  i n  
u n c overin g the Aus tralopithecine 
f o s sils o f  S o u th Afric a. He w a s  
a c o l league o f  the la t e  Ro b ert 
Bro o m  a t  the Tran svaal Mu seum, 
and the au thor o f  alm o s t  100 
publications on paleoanthropolo­
gy.He m oved t o  the U.S. in the 
196 0 ' s ,  a n d  h a s  b ee n  o n  t he 
fa c u l ty o f  the Z o o l o gy Dep art­
men t a t  the University of  Wis­
c on sin sin c e  tha t tim e. One o f  
h i s  s i d e  in t ere s t s  i n  S o u th 
Afric a w a s  the inves t ig a tion o f  
lo c a l rep o r t s  o f  w ild "h a iry 
m e n , "  a t o p i c  whi ch will b e  
a d dres sed in a fu t ure article. 
The Bo ard of Dire c t ors exten d s  
i t s  apprecia tion t o  Dr. Ro bin s  o n  
f o r  his supp ort o f  the S o c ie ty 
a n d  his p a s t  s ervi c e o n  t he 
Edi t o ria l Board. 

Chris t ine J anis is a p aleo­
m amm alo g is t specia lizin g in the 
ev olu tion o f  un g u l a t e s ,  a l tho u gh 
she has als o d o ne research on 
e a r ly f i s h ,  l a b y r in t h o d o n t  
amphibians, and hadrosaurian 
din o s aurs. Her work has invo lved 
b o th l ab ora t o ry s t udies in m any 
museums around the world and 
fiel d  s t u dies in such p la c e s  a s  
c en t ra l  N o rth Americ a a n d  E a s t  
a n d  S ou th Afric a. Dr. J anis has  
t aught a t  Harvard University 
(where she o b t ained her Ph.D. in 
vertebrate p aleont ology) , Oregon 
S t a t e U n iv e r s i t y ,  a n d  t h e 
University o f  Cambridg e. She is 
c u rren t ly on the f a c u l ty o f  the 
Divis o n  o f  Bio lo gy and Medic ine 
a t  Brown University. 

Dr. J a n is is  c u rren t ly a t  
w o rk o n  a n  e d i t e d v o lu m e  
en tit led The Evo lu tion o f  N orth 

Christine Janis 

Americ an Tertiary Mammals, to be 
published by Cambridge Universi­
ty Pre s s. Her t ho u gh t s  o n  the 
rep orted Mokele-Mbembe m ay be 
found as a Commen t in V o l. 3 o f  
the j o urn a l. 

Frank E. Poirier o b t ained a 
Ph.D. in a n t h ro p o l o gy a t  t he 
University o f  Ore g o n ,  a n d  ha s 
b een on the f a c ulty a t  The Ohio 
S t a t e U n ivers i ty sin c e  1 9 6 8 .  
His res e arch has involved b o th 
the bio l o g ic a l  and s o cial  c o mp o­
nen t s  of p rim a t o lo gy, and he has 
d o ne fieldwork in Jap a n ,  Taiw an ,  
the Peop le's Rep u b lic o f  Chin a ,  
India, Puert o Ric o ,  E a s t Afric a ,  
a n d  Mic ronesia. Dr. Poirier is 
the au thor o f  m any p u b lic a tio n s ,  
in c lu ding several b o oks. 

Frank Poirier 
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A rec o gnized au thority on the 
syn thesis and in t erp re t a tion o f  
t h e  e n t ire h o m i n id f o s s il re­
c ord , he is the au thor o f  the 
p opular t ex t b o ok F o s sil Man : The 
Evo lu tion ary J ou rn ey. He is a 
chart er member o f  the S o c ie ty, 
w i t h  a p rin c ip al in t ere s t  in 
rep ort s of the Chinese Wildman 
( s ee his c o-au thored article in 
Vol. Z o f  the j ourn a l )  and the 
Americ an S a squ a t ch. Dr. Poirier 
d oe s  n o t find any such eviden c e  
c o n vin c in g ,  b u t  h e  s u p p o r t s  
e f f o r t s t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a ll 
p o s sibilities o bj ec tively. 

M. J u s t in Wil kin s o n  is a 
g e o m orpholo gis t and ec o l o gis t 
with p artic ular in t ere s t  in the 
evo lu tion of desert l an dforms. 
He has done ext en sive fieldw ork 
in t h e  Am e ri c a n  S o u t hw e s t ,  
Chile,  S o u th Afric a ,  N amibia, 
and the Peop le's Rep u b lic o f  the 
Con g o. He h a s  b een affilia t ed 

Justin Wilkinson 

w i t h  t he U n iv e r s i ty o f  C ap e  
Town , the University o f  Minneso­
t a, the University of Ariz o n a, 
a n d  the University o f  Chic a g o ,  
where he a l s o  c o m p le t ed his 
d o c t oral w ork . He is c u rren t ly 
o n  the f a c u l ty o f  the Dep artmen t 
o f  Geo graphy a t  the University 
of the Wit w a t ersrand. 

Dr. Wilkin s o n  has a l s o  had 
s t ron g  in t ere s t s  in c ave g eo­
m o rpho l o gy, and has been a c tive 
in s t u dyin g t he ev o l u t i o n  o f  
S t e rkf o n t e in Cav e ,  the well 
k n o w n  h o minid f o s s il s i t e  in 
S o u th Afr ic a. o 
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BRIGHTON SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM 

' 

F i n a l  p l an s have been made 
for the c ryp t oz o o lo gy symp o s ium 
being he l d  i n  Bri gh t o n ,  En g l an d  
on Ju ly 7 ,  1 9 8 5 , a s  p art o f  the 
III In t ern a t i on a l  Con gre s s  o f  
Systematic and Evolutionary Bio­
l o gy ( IC SEB III) . 

The Con g re s s ,  hel d  every five 
years in a d i fferent c o u n try, i s  
b e i n g  s p o n s o re d  t h i s y e a r  by 
s evera l p re s t i g i o u s  B r i t i s h  
gro up s ,  i n c lud i n g  the Royal  S o­
c i e ty. It ru n s  fro m J u ly 4 t o  
J u ly 1 0  a t  t he U n ivers i t y o f  
S u ssex. The symp o sium,  o ne o f  
m a ny o t hers f o rm i n g  p ar t  o f  
IC SEB III, i s  en t i t led "Cryp t o­
z o o l o gy :  The Search for Unknown 
or Supposedly Extinc t Animals." 

The f i n a l  p ro g r a m  o f  the 
symp o s i um ,  whi ch w i l l  run from 
9 :00 a.m. un t i l  5 :00 p.m., is a s  
f o l lows : 

(Morning program) 
-Cha irm an's In tro du c t ory Re­

m arks ,  D av i d  Hepp e l l; 

-" Sp l i t t in g  vers u s  Lump i n g  i n  
Sys tem a t i c  Zo o l o gy a n d  Cryp t o­
zoology," Bernard Heuvelmans; 

-" A C l a s s i f i c a t o ry Sys te m  
f o r  Cryp to7.o o l o gy," J. Ri chard 
Greenwe l l ;  

-" L i n g u i s t i c s  a s  a To o l  i n  
C ryp t o z o o  l o g i c a l Re s e a r c h , " 
Pi o tr Kl a fkow ski; 

CRYPTOLETTERS 

To the Edi tor: 

I wa s s ad t o  l earn abou t 
Pro f e s s or S imp s on's dem i s e  - ­
and o f  h i s  c r i t i c a l  p aper on 
c ryp t o z oo l o gy. He was a g ood 
f r i end o f  many memb ers of my 
fami l y ,  as my great -grandfather 
happened to be Cllar l es Darw i n  -­
enough said. 

Olen t in Keynes 
Pound Ri dge ,  New York, U.S.A 

(Afternoon program) 
-"Histological and Amino Aci d  

An a lyses o f  Octopus Giganteus 
Ti s sue, " J o s eph F. Genn a ro and 
Roy P. Mackal; 

- " F o s s i l  U n g u l a t e s  i n  the 
Archaeo lo g i c al Rec ord,"  Chris­
t i ne J an i s; 

-"The On z a  a s  a P a leo-Chee­
t ah :  An E x a m p l e  o f  P o s s i b l e 
Plei s t o cene Pers i s t en c e, "  Helmu t 
Hemner; 

-"A Spec i e s  N amed fro m F o o t­
p ri n t s ," Grover S. Kran t z. 

It is exp e c ted tha t a p an e l  
deb a te, i n c l u d i n g  que s t i o n s  fro m 
t he f l o o r ,  w i l l  b e  he l d  a t  t he 
end o f  the form a l p re s en t a t i on s .  
A l l  ISC members i n  Euro p e  are 
urg ed to a t t end,  b u t  reg i s t ra­
t i o n s  are n o t  being hand led by 
t he S o c i ety. Tho se i n t ere s t ed 
should communicate direc tly with 
the IC SEB III Congre s s  Offi ce,  
130 Queen s Rd., Brigh t o n ,  S u ss ex 
BNl 3 WE. Ho tel reservati ons and 
m e a l s  m ay be ordered thro ugh the 
C o n g re s s  Offi ce,  or p art i c ip an t s  
c an make their own arrangement s. 
F u l l  d e t a i l s  o n  reg i s t ra t i o n s  
app e ared i n  the Au t u m n ,  1 9  8 4 ,  
News l e t ter. 

Bec au se o f  the exp e c ted t ar­
d i ness  of the c u rren t News let­
ill, a s p e c i a l  m a i l ing of  the 
fi n a l  p ro g ram w i l l be m ade to  

To the Ed i t or:  

I t  is  s a d t o  l o s e  a fri e n d ,  
e s p e c i a l ly one whom one has s een 
l i t t l e of in m an y  y e a r s .  I 
refer t o  the l a te Georg e  Gay l o rd 
S i m p s o n  ( N ew s l e t t er ,  Wi n t e r ,  
1 9 8 4 ) .  Georg e's t oweri n g  repu t a­
t i o n  i n  the w o rl d  o f  s c i en c e  and 
le t t ers needs n o  p ra i se from me. 

S t i l l ,  aro und 20 years ago I 
w a s  h i s  p u b l i shing edi t or, and I 
c o axed him i n t o  a s s em b l i n g  the 
e s s ays and tho u gh t s  whi ch m ake 
up the vo lume The Geo graphy o f  
Ev o l u t i on. A t  the s ame t ime,  I 
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1984 JOURNAL 

PUBLISHED 

The 1 9  8 4 ( V o  1 .  3 )  i s s ue o f  
Cryptozooloiy, t he S o c i e t y's 
annu a l  j o urn a l ,  w a s  p u b l i shed in 
e a r ly 1 9 8 4 .  The new i s s u e ,  
whi ch run s  1 6 0 p ag e s ,  c on t a i n s  a 
len g thy arti c le by ISC Pre s i den t 
Bern ard Heuve l m a n s  on the early 
h i s t o ry o f  c ryp t o z o o l o gy ,  a n  
art i c le b y  w i ld l i fe b i o l o g i s t  
Robert Downing o n  the problem of 
t he s up p o s ed ea s t ern U.S. c o u­
g ar, and the defi n i t ive an a lys i s  
o f  t he s up p o sed Wi ldm an han d s  
an d fee t f o u n d  i n  Chi n a ,  whi ch 
au thor Zho u  Guoxing has d e t er­
mined c ame from a large, undocu­
men ted spec ies  o f  m a c aque m on­
key. 

The j ourn a l  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  
five F i e l d  Rep o r t s ,  e i gh t  Book 
Rev i ew s ,  and a rec ord 2 7 C o m­
ments  and Responses dealing fur­
ther w i th m a t eri a l  p u b l i shed i n  
e arlier j ou rn a l  i ss ues. 

New ( 1 9 8 5 )  mem b ers m ay p u r­
c h a s e  t h i s  v o l u m e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
the 1 9 8 2  an d 1 9 8 3  i s s ues. The 
c o s t  o f  e a ch i s  $1 5 ,  p o s t p a i d. 

a l l  E u ro p e a n  I S C m e m b e rs i n  
June. A rep ort on the ou t c ome 
o f  the sym p o s i u m  will  app ear in 
a fu t u re new s le t t er. o 

w a s  a l so d o i n g  Tim Dins d a l e's 
Loch N e s s  M o n s t e r ( U . S .  e d i ­
t i on ) ,  a n d  Ivan T .  S anders on's 
Abominable Snowmen : Legend Come 
to Li fe. 

I n o t e  the a b o v e  b e c a u s e  
G e o r g e  a n d  I o f t e n t a l k e d  
t o ge ther o n  the subjec t o f  wha t 
i s  now kn o wn a s  cryp t o z o o l o gy, 
a n d  I t h i n k  I c a n c l a r i fy a 
l i t t l e o f  h i s  ( a t  l e a s t  t hen) 
thi nkin g  on the m a t ter. 

Whenever the subjec t o f  un­
known ani m a l s  c a me up , he had a 
t w i n k l e  i n  h i s  ey e .  I'd c a l l  
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him a ''scien t i fi c M i s s o urian,"  
to  co i n  a c l u m sy phra s e. I t  
co u l d  be summed up , n o t  a s  d is­
b e leief, but a dem and for fac t s  
and specimens. " I t/ they m ay be 
there, b u t  you g o t t a show me" 
w a s  the g i s t  of  h i s  tho u g h t ,  
bu t t res sed by scien t i fic knowl­
edge and unanswered queries. 

I do reca l l  h i s  s aying Cen­
t ra l  A f r i c a  w a s  ho p ef u l  f o r  
p reh i s t oric surviva l s  d u e  t o  a 
l ack o f  geo l o g ica l and clim a t i c 
changes. He fel t  that the seas  
co uld,  and pro b a b ly d i d ,  ho l d  
a n y t h i n g  s t i l l ,  b u t  s a i d t h a t  
the ocean s were n o t  h i s  " area." 
He h a d  n o  i n t ere s t  i n  m i n u t e  
thi n g s ,  such a s  i n sect s, Neopi­
l i n a ,  e t c. I t  w a s  p ri m a r i ly 
vertebra t e s  tha t he fel t  compe­
t e n t t o  m u s e  a b o u t ,  s t a r t i n g  
w i th the s m a l l e s t  typ e o f  b a t  or 
shre w ,  a n d  w o rk i n g  u p  t o  t he 
exi s t ence o f  l i v i n g  s au ro p o d s, 
mammo ths, and unknown (to da te) 
primat e s .  

H e  s a w  the l a t t er a s  a g o o d  
p o s s i b i l i ty, b u t  tho u gh t  " they" 
were ho m i n i d s ,  i f  ext an t a t  a l l ,  
and b o th rare a n d  sup er-shy. He 
a l s o  fe l t  they w e re p ro b a b ly 
s m a l l ,  n o  l a r g er t h a n  l i v i n g  
Con g o  pyg m i es ,  bu t p ro b a b ly hir­
su te and fireless.  

Fro m wha t  I've g a thered o f  
h i s  v i ew s o f  rece n t ye a rs ,  I'd 
s ay he hadn't chan ged much, i f  
a t  a l l . H e  d i d n ' t  d e s p i s e  
fo lkl ore nor " s i gh t i n g s , "  e t c., 
b u t  n o thing b u t  p rova b le fac t s  
were accep tabale, and that mean t 
a t  lea s t  one s p ecimen tha t cou l d  
b e  hand led, d e a d  or a l ive. 

One cou l d  - and m any w i l l -
ca l l  i t  d u l l ,  s t a i d ,  a n d  the 
cl a ss ic a t t i t u de o f  "hi de-b o u nd 
science "  and hopele s s ly ortho­
dox. I ca l l  it the a t t i t u de of 
a b r i l l i a n t  m a n w i t h a g o o d  
s e n s e  o f  h u m o r, who s i m p ly 
wan ted pro o f  and n o t  v a gue ru­
m o rs and en d le s s  rep ort s,  p ar­
t i cu l arly when the veraci ty and 
the ski ll  of  the o b s ervers were 
imp o s s i b l e t o  a s sess.  

S t erl ing E. Lan ier 
Frederick, M aryland,  U.S .A. 

To the Edi t or :  

I t o o  w a s  a c qu a i n t e d  with 
Georg e Gay l o rd S imp son,  but n o t  
s o  intim a te ly. M y  firs t pers o n a l  
c o n  t act w i th h.im w a s  in 1 9 7 7 ,  
when J i m  Kint; and I surveyed 
s c i e n t i s t s on t he i r  a t t i t u d e s  
toward Sasqua t c h  and Nessie. 

George received a que s t i on­
n a i re,  and re t urned i t  w i th a 
leng thy l e t t er p o i n t i n g  o u t  the 
imp o s s i b i l i ty o f  S a squ a t ch. He 
a l s o  exp re s s e d a s t o n i sh m e n t ,  
even d o ub t ,  tha t Bri t i sh p rim a­
t o l o g i s t  J ohn N a p i er accep t ed 
i t s  exi s t en ce ,  a n d  h a d  ev en 
wri t ten a b o ok on i t. "Th i s  
w o u l d  be t o t a l ly o u t  o f  charac­
t er for him,"  George commen ted. 
Of course,  we t o ok g re a t  d e l i gh t  
i n  a c q u i r i n g  t h e  b o o k a n d  
m a i l i n g  i t  t o  h i m !  H e  then 
wro te b ack w i th his  d o ub t s  a b o u t  
the b o ok's concl u s i o n s. 

S h o r t l y  b e f o re t he 1 9 8 1  
M ackal  Exp ed i t i on t o  the Con g o  
i n  s e arch o f  Mokele-Mbembe ( i n  
which I t o ok p art ) ,  J i m  a n d  I 
v i s i t ed him a t  h i s  home t o  g ive 
him the res u l t s  of our survey, 
and to d i s cu ss cryp t o z o o l o gy in 
g en e r a l .  I t o o  n o t i c e d  the 
t w i nkle in h i s  eye, and he t o ok 
gre a t  p ride in p roduc i n g ,  fro m 
h i s  enorm o u s  l i b rary, a rev iew 
he ha d wri t t en for N a t ura l hi s­
� o v er 20 ye ars  b e f o re o f  
Bern ard Heuvel m an s' firs t b o o k  
( O n  the Track ) .  

In d i s cu s s i n g  the C o n g o ,  he 
exp re s sed the o p i n i on t h a t  there 
were n o  p l a ce s l e f t  o n  the 
p l anet tha t were unexp l ored and 
co u l d  s erve as re fu g e s  f o r  
l arg e, unkn o wn an i m a l s ,  s uch as 
p o s s i b le survivi ng d i n o s aurs. I, 
of co urse, had come p rep ared, 
and I spread out my map s of the 
5 0, 000 s qu a re m i l e  L i k o u a l a  
swamp s. He fo l l owed the det a i l s  
carefu lly, and,  i n  h i s  u s u a l  
s o f t  v o i ce, admi t ted tha t there 
are, in fac t ,  a few s t i l l-unex­
p l ored are a s .  "We sha l l  fo l l ow 
your a dven tures w i th i n t ere s t ,'' 
he added. 

In rece n t yea r s ,  G e o rge' s  
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phy s i ca l  cond i t i on d e t eri ora ted 
(bu t I b e l i eve h i s  m i n d  was a s  
sharp a s  ever) .He s p en t l i t t le 
t ime a t  the U n iversi ty, excep t 
t o  have lunch w i th s t uden t s  and 
g ive o r  hear an occa s i on a l  semi­
nar. 

The 1 a s  t t i m e  I s a w h i m , a 
few m o n ths before h i s  dea th, w a s  
ri gh t after one o f  tho se semi­
n ars. We cro s s ed p a ths i n  the 
ha l l ,  an d I tho u gh t of s t op p i n g  
t o  ch a t  w i th h i m ,  b u t  s ee i n g  
t h a t h e  w a s  b e i n g  p hy s i ca l ly 
a s s i s t ed by a s t u d en t ,  I ju s t  
gree ted him a n d  con t i nued o n  my 
w ay. There w a s  a t w inkle in h i s  
e y e  ev e n  t h e n ,  a n d sho r t ly 
a f t erw ard s I rea l ized why, when 
his  art i cle cri t i qu i n g  cryp t o z o­
o l o gy a p p e ared i n  the Proceed­
i ngs o f  the American Phi l o s ophi­
cal Society. 

J. Rich ard Greenw e l l  
Tucson, Arizona, U.S.A. 

To the Edi tor :  

I wou l d  l i ke t o  d i scu s s  t h e  
sys temat i c  pos i t i on o f  t he okap i 
i n v i ew o f Ge o r  g e Gay 1 o r  d 
S impson's erroneous a s s ump t i on 
t ha t i t  i s  no t a surv i vor o f  a 
foss i l  t axon (News l e t ter, Win­
ter, 1 984) .  

Th e  okap i (Cltapi a john s t on i )  
i s  p l aced i n  the rumi nant art i o­
dacty l Gi ra f f i dae on the bas i s  
o f  cran i a l  and den t a l  f eatures. 
The mos t i mport an t  of the se are 
the pre sence of a b i l obed l ower 
can i ne ( the de f i n i ng features o f  
t h e G i r r a f f o i d e a ) , a n d  t h e 
presence o f  pos t -orb i t a l , sk i n­
co v e r e d  o s s i co n e s  t h a t  a r e  
formed from a dermal os s i  f ica­
t i on that fuses w i th the sku l l  
dur i ng deve l opment -- a s  i n  the 
g i ra f f e ,  Gi raf fa came l oparda l i s  
(Hami l ton 1978).  

Boh l i n ( 1 926) or i g i na l ly sug­
ge s t ed that the okap i shou l d  be 
p l aced in the sub fami ly Cltap in i , 
and cons i dered i t  to be cl ose ly 
re l a ted to the g i ra f f e. HOwever, 
Colbert ( 1 938)  grouped the okap i 
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w i t h  the f oss i l Pa l eo t raeus , 
suggest i ng t ha t  i t  was more 
primi t i ve than o ther fossi l g i ­
ra f fes. �i l ton ( 1 978 )  rev i sed 
Co l b er t 's d i agnos i s , and de ­
c i ded that the okap i was i ndeed 
more primi t i ve than any o ther 
fossi l g i ra f fe spec i es, w i th the 
excep t i on o f  some hornl ess Mi o­
cene genera c l assi f i ed w i th the 
Gi ra f fo idea on the bas i s  of the 
presence o f  a b i l ob ed l ower 
canine. 

Hruni l ton l i sts the pr imi t i ve 
charac t ers of  the okap i as fo l ­
l ows ( a l l o f  these fea tures are 
of a more der i ved or spec i a l i zed 
cond i t i on i n  o ther fossi l g i ra f ­
f e  s ) : t he r e 1 a t i v e 1 y an t e r i o r  
posi t i on i ng o f  the orb i t ;  t he 
re l a t ive ly l ong back o f  the head 
wi th a f l a t  ang l e  of the face on 
the bra i ncase (h i gh basicrani a l  
ang l e ) ; and l i mb propor t i ons 
primi t i ve w i th re lat ive ly short 
cannon bones. 

He c onc lud e s  tha t the okap i 
represents t he si ster group o f  
al l other horned g i ra f f i ds. Th i s  
i mp l i es a t ime o f  evo lut i onary 
separa t i on o f  the okap i from the 
ma in g i ra f fe l i neage by at  l east 
the midd l e  Mi ocene , or approx i ­
ma t e ly 1 8  mi l l i on years ago. 

The que s t i on rema i ns as t o  
the l ack o f  a fossi l record , i f  
i t  t ruly rep re sen t s  such an 
anc i ent 1 i neage o f  g i  ra f f i ds. 
The genus Okap i a s t i 1 1  e i i s  
known from the ear ly Pl e i sto­
cene of E t h i op i a , Kenya,  and 
Tanz ani a  (Di e t r i ch 1 Q4 1 ) ,  but 
Harr i s  ( 1 9 76 )  con s i ders t h i s  
an ima l t o  i n  f ac t  be a sma l l  
sp ec i es o f  g i ra f f e , G i ra f f a 
pygmea. 

Fragmen t ary rema i ns o f  an 
unknown sp ec i e s o f  okap i have 
b een repor t ed f rom the l a t e  
P l i oc ene o f  Uganda (Cooke and 
Coryndon 1970) . HOwever, i f  the 
okap i has a l ways been a forrest ­
dwe l l i ng browser, as the primi ­
t i ve na ture o f  i t s skul l and 
l i mb f ea ture s woul d sugg e s t , 
then there would have been l i t ­
t l e opportuni ty for i t s chance 
preservat i on in the fossi l re­
cord. 

In conc lusi on, i f  Bruni 1 ton's 
ana l ys i s  o f  the syst�xna t i c  posi ­
t i on o f  t he okap i i s  correc t ,  
t h en i t  re p r e s e n t s  a t ru l y  
primi t i ve o f fsho t o f  the g i ra f f e  
fami ly,  w i th a l ong and i ndepen­
dent evo lut i onary h i story from 
the g i ra f fe ,  but w i th only f rag­
mentary ev i dence in the fossi 1 
record for i ts 18 mi l l i on years 
or more of ex i st ence. 
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To the Ed i t or: 

I w i sh t o  c l ari fy and c orrec t 
so me s t a t em en t s  app earing in a 
p rev i o us a r t i c l e ( see " N e ss 
Teams Crowd Lo ch," Newsle t ter, 
Winter, 1 9 8 3 ) .  

First , t o  c o mp ensa t e  the v i d­
eo dealer for the l o an o f  the 
c amera , we g o t  ex t ensive pub l i c­
i t y ,  a nd t h i s  w a s  re s en t e d by 
the l o c a l  researchers at  L o ch 
Ness, and by so me Bri t ish jour­
na l i s t s, who wro t e  d i st ort i ons. 
For examp le, the v i deo firm w as 
l o c a ted in N ew c astle-on-Tyne, 
the VTR, no t the c amera, d i d  the 
rec ord i ng ; our f i l m ing w as no t 
"p red i c t a b le" ( we w i sh t h a t  i t  
c oul d have b een!) - we d i d  
no t e v e n  s e e  wh a t  w a s b e i ng 
re c o r d e d  i n  e a c h c a se ,  b e i ng 
busy w i th our g e ar, whi ch only 
p roved the c onc ep t a l l  the m ore. 

And in t he c ase of t he p rob­
lem w i t h a L o nd o n  f i l m /v i d e o  
l a b ,  w e  re fused t o  p ay a b o u t  
$ 5 00 tha t w a s  being charged us 
for m aking a grossly una c c ep t­
a b le v i deo-t o-fi lm c o py, and we 
d i d  no t a c c e p t  t he f i l m  t hey 
w a n t e d t o c h a r  g e us f o r  • The 
p o l i ce a g reed w i th us, and our 
video t ape was returned. 

The charge m ost o f t en leveled 
at us by the p ress, and quo t ed 
in t he Newsl e t t er, was t o  ques­
t i o n  h o w  w e  b r a sh A m e r i c a ns 
c ould just b arg e ri gh t  int o L o ch 
Ness and m ana g e  t o  o b t a in fi lm 
resul t s  so qui c kly, when o thers 
had b een w a i t ing around the Lo ch 
for a d o zen years or m o re, and 
had o b t a i ned v irtua l ly no thing. 
Our a n swer is tha t ,  had a Bri t­
ish team used this equi p ment ,  
they c ould have had equa l suc­
cess. 

Jon-Erik Beckjord 
M a l i bu, C a l iforn i a , U.S.A . 

"It is a m a them a t i c a l  fac t 
tha t the c as t i n g  o f  this peb b le 
fro m my hand a l t ers the c entre 
o f  grav i ty o f  the universe . "  

Albert Camus 
Sartor Resartus III 
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WOOD'S ANIMAL FACTS 
The l a r g e s t  l iving l i z a r d  i s  

the Komodo m oni tor or Ora (Vara­
n u s  ko m o d o ) ,  a d r a g on-like rep­
t i l e  f o u n d  on t he I n d o n e s i a n 
i s l an d s  o f  K o m o d o ,  R i n tj a, Pa­
d ar ,  and F l o re s .  Adu l t  m a les 
aver a g e  8ft 6in ( 2 .  5 9 m )  in 
t o t a l  len g th and wei gh 17  5-200lb 
( 79 - 8 l kg ) . 

As w i th c r o c o d i les ,  the s ize  
a t t a i n e d  by t h i s  g i a n t  l i z a r d  
has  b een g r ea t ly over-es t im a ted . 
Maj o r  P . A .  Ouwen s, the Cu r a t o r  
o f  the B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n s a t  
Bu i t e n z o r g ,  J a v a ,  who f i r s t  
de s c r i b ed this an im a l  i n  1 9 1 2 , 
w a s  i n fo rmed by J . K .  van S teyn 
v a n  H e n s b r o c k ,  G o ve r n o r  o f  
F l o r e s ,  t h a t  t w o  D u t c h m e n  
wo rki n g  f o r  a pear l-fishing c o m­
p any on Komodo had told him tha t 
they had kil led sever a l  spec i­
mens m ea s u r i n g  b e t ween 1 9 ft  B i n 
and 2 3 f t  ( 6 m  and 7 m ) . 

An o ther fe r o c i o u s  m o n s t e r 

seen by a Swed i sh z o o l o g i s t  on 
the sho res o f  Kom o d o  in 19 3 7 w a s  
e s t i m a t e d  t o  h a v e  " m e a s u r e d  
seven m e t e r s , "  a n d  the fo l l o w i n g  
yea r  an Amer i c an j o ur n a l i s t  re­
p o r t e d  t h a t  he h a d  s e e n  o n e  
mea s u r i n g  1 4 f t  6 i n  ( 4 . 4 2 m ) . 

A l l  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s , 
however , were b a sed on visua l 
e s t im a tes - the g r e a t  g i r ths o f  
o l d e r  s p e c i m en s c r e a t e  a n  
imp re s s i on o f  en o r m o u s  size  -
o r  refer red t o  e s t u ar ine c r o c o­
d i le s ,  whi ch are a l s o  fo und in 
the area . 

Ac c ording to Ouwens, the type 
spec imen, now m o un t ed in the 
Mu seum a t  Bui ten z o r g ,  measured 
9 f t  6 i n  ( 2 . 9 m ) b e t w ee n  p e g s .  
An o ther one c o llec ted by Nelly 
de Ro o ij on the we s t  c o a s t  o f  
F l o r e s  i n  1 9 1 5  w a s  a l m o s t  8 f t  
9 i n  ( 2 . 6 6 m )  l o n g ,  a n d  t h e  
l a r g e s t  o f  t he f o u r  m o n i t o r s  
c o l l e c t e d  b y  t h e D u k e  o f  
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Mecklen b u r g  i n  1 9 2 3  w as j u s t  
under 9 f t  l O i n  ( 3 m ) . 

Of 5 4  spec imens c o l lec ted by 
the Douglas Burden Exped i tion to 
K o m o d o  in 1 9 2 6 ,  t he l a r g e s t  
mea s u r ed 9 f t  1 / Z i n  ( 2 .  7 6 m ) ,  and 
the b i g g e s t  m a l e  t aken by the 
Du t ch z o o l o g i s t  De Jong ( 1 9 3 2 )  
o n  hi s sec o n d  vi s i t  t o  the i s­
l an d s  w a s  exa c t ly 9 f t  ( 2 . 7 m ) . 

The l ar ge s t  a c c u r a tely mea­
su red Kom o d o  m on i t or on rec o r d  
w a s  p r o b ab ly a m a le whi ch w a s  
exhi b i t ed in the S t .  Lo u i s  Zoo­
l o g i c a l  Park, M i s s o u r i ,  U . S . A .  
for  a sho r t  p er i od c 1 9  3 7 .  Th i s  
s p e c i m en m e a s u r e d  l O f t  2 i n  
( 3 . 10m) i n  leng th, and t ip p ed 
the s c a les a t  a s t a g g e r i n g  3 6 5 lb 
( 1 65kg ) . 

Abstrac ted from: · 
The Gu inness Book o f  An i m a l  
F a c t s  and Fea t s, by Ger a l d  L .  
Wo o d ,  Gu inness S u p er l a t ives, 
Enfi e l d ,  U . K . ( 3 r d .  ed . )  1 9 8 2 .  

Honorary Members: Andre Capart (Belgium) ; Marj orie Courtenay -L at imer (South Africa) ; David J ames (U n ited 
Kingdom) ; Marie- J eanne Koffmann (S ov iet U n ion) ; l ngo K rumbiegel (F ederal G erman R epublic) ; Theodore Monod 
(F rance) ; J ohn R .  Napier (U nit ed Kingdom) ; S ir Peter Scott (United K ingdom) . 

Benefactors :  Robert C. Dorion (G uatemala) ; Michael T .  Mart in (U nited States) ; G ale J .  R ay mond (United States) ; Kurt 
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